234                        LIFE AND LETTERS                       [1802

together at Mr. Stewart's first class, and I attend his
second when I can. I also steal a little instruction
of the private masters under pretence of observing the
progress of their scholars. In this manner I purloin
a little geometry and algebra from Gilbert, a little
drawing from Anna Maria and Harry, and a little
dancing and spelling from Catherine, who has made
astonishing progress in these arts and sciences. I
endeavour by these means to make myself less unfit for
the company and conversation of the learned Vis-
countess and her accomplished daughters. It will be
vain for you to deny your learning, for it is established
on the highest authority, and by those who know better
than you. I went the other day to inscribe myself on
Dr. Hope's list for his chemical lectures, and getting
into conversation with him, he mentioned an experi-
ment which he had made with two concave mirrors
to show that cold was transmitted in the way of re-
flection from one to the other, and must therefore be a
matter. But the experiment don't signify. I mention
it only because he said that he had performed it in the
presence of Lord and Lady Palmerston. "Her lady-
ship," he added, 6C is a virtuoso,, and a very agreeable
lady."

61 have kept another subject for the bonne-bouche.
Harry is as charming and as perfect as he ought to be.
I do declare that I never saw anything more delightful.
On this subject I do not speak on my own judgment
alone. I have sought opportunities of conversing with
Mr. and also with Mrs. Stewart on the subject, and